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SUBJ: VISIT BY MONSIGNOR HARTNETT, REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF CATHOLIC 
RELIEF SERVICES 

1 . MONSIGNOR HARTNETT, ROME-BASED NEAR EAST REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR OF CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS), ACCOMPANIED BY 
MRS. MCCANN OF THE CRS ROME STAFF, VISITED THE CHARGE 
MARCH 3. THE MONSIGNOR HAD JUST FINISHED VISITING CRS PRO- 
GRAMS IN NORTH YEMEN AND JAORDAN AND ARRIVED IN LEBANON 
MARCH 1. BASED ON HIS ADMITTEDLY QUICK OVERVIEW OF THE 
SITUATION HERE, DURING WHICH HE HAS AVOIDED CONTACT WITH 
ANY GOL OFFICIALS UNTIL HE IS IN A POSITION TO MAKE A CON- 
CRETE PROPOSAL,MONSIGNOR HARNETT INDICATED HE THOUGHT 
CRS COULD HELP IN THE LOCAL SITUATION BY MOUNTING A MODEST, 
SHORT-RUN PROGRAM, WHICH HE HOPED COULD BE ADMINISTERED 
ON A NON PARTISAN BASIS. 

2. HE STATED AT THE OUTSET OF THE MEETING THAT HE WANTED TO 
KNOW WHAT THIS EMBASSY'S PRESENT POLICY WAS TOWARD THE 
U.S. PROVIDING TITLE II COMMODITIES TO PRIVATE VOLAGS FOR 
PROGRAMS HERE, SINCE HE UNDERSTOOD THE EMBASSY HAD 
ORIGINALLY RECOMMENDED AGAINST EMERGENCY FOOD AID TO 
LEBANON. HE SAID CRS HAD ALREADY PURCHASED 200 MT 

OF FLOUR AND 100 MT OF DRY MILK WITH ITS OWN FUNDS BUT 
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200,000 PEOPLE FOR 1-2 MONTHS WHICH WOULD REQUIRE 
TITLE II INPUTS. NO DOLLAR FIGURE WAS MENTIONED. 

3. IN HIS REPLY, THE CHARGE STRESSED THAT THIS EMBASSY 
CONTINUED TO LOOK AT THE OVERALL SITATION WITH AN OPEN 
MIND. AS MANY FACTS CONCERNING THE EXTENT OF THE 
DISASTE ARE REVEALED AND AS THE PLANS AND REQUESTS 

OF THE GOL ARE FORMULATED, THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN 
CLARIFYING ITS UNDERSTANDING AND MODIFYING ITS 
ORIGINAL RECOMMENDATIONS. MONSIGOR HARNETT’S 
DESIRES WILL BE REPORTED TO WASHINGTON AND PUT IN THE 
CONTEXT OF POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON THROUGH 
PRIVATE AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS. OUR MAIN EMPHASIS 
IN THE FIELD OF EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON AT 
THE MOMENT, HOWEVER, IS A POSSIBLE USG RESPONSE TO THE 
APPEAL BY UN SECGEN WALDHEIM FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
A DOLS 50 MILLION UN PROGRAM TO BE COORDINATED BY 
FORMER AMBASSADOR BUFFUM. 

4. COMMENT: AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, EMBASSY 

HAS ALREADY RECOMMENDED FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION 
FOR RENEWING TITLE I PL 480 ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON, 

PERHAPS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE UN APPEAL. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, A MODEST GESTURE IN THE TITLE II AREA 
COULD PROVE HELPFUL IN INCREASING IMMEDIATE 
ASSISTANCE TO THE HOMELESS AND THE DESTITUE, WHILE 
AT THE SAME TIME MAKING AVAILABLE ADDITIONAL RECOGNIZED 
EXPERTISE ON THE GROUND IN LEBANON- WHICH SEEMS 
SO OFTEN TO BE LACKING. CARE WILL HAVE TO BE TAKEN OF 
WIUPQUM# ASSISTANCE AMONG INTERESTED 

PRIVATE AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS SO AS TO AVOID THE AP 
PEARANCE OF PARTIALITY IN LEBANON'S CHRISTIAN-MOST .EM 
MULTI-DENOMINATIONAL CONTEXT. 

LAMBRAKIS 
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